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Tuesday, 7 February 2012 

Telarah Public School 

Fortnightly Newsletter 

Term 1 Week 3 

Ph: 4932 8477     Fax: 4932 4475     Email: telarah-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au      Online: www.telarah-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Our mission is to provide children with… 

• a love of learning 

• a pride in achievement 

• a respect for themselves and others 

                              …in a safe and happy environment 
 

 

 

A Great Start! 

We have had a great start to the year with no 

suspensions and very few students being required to 

visit planning room! Students and staff have been 

working hard at setting up good quality routines that 

will support them through the rest of the year. Our 

classes are established and stable with numbers holding 

with what was predicted at the end of last year.  The 

Pre School has made the positive move to full day 

attendance for the students and this is progressing well 

and we are gradually filling places in the Early 

Intervention Unit. 

 

School Fees 

Over the past few years Telarah Public School has not 

charged a Voluntary Contribution Fee. This will remain 

the case for 2012 but will be reviewed with the P and C 

throughout the year. Individuals who wish to make a 

donation towards supporting any program at the school 

are very welcome to. We have a number of initiatives 

that are very reliant on donated money, resources and 

grants that we apply for, further resources will ensure 

their stability. 

 

Early Intervention Unit 

We are very fortunate at our school to have the Early 

Intervention Unit as a resource. The Unit is a 

designated resource for the Maitland District Area and 

caters for Pre School aged children with a diagnosed 

disability to help them get ready to come to school. 

Currently it is not at capacity, if you have a child who is 

pre school age or know of a child who may benefit from 

the service please contact the school and I will be very 

happy to provide more information. Enrolment in the 

Unit is subject to application, we will be very happy to 

support people through this process. 

 

Anti-Bullying Policy 

At our Staff Development Day at the beginning of term 

the staff discussed the schools anti bullying policy and its 

implementation. The purpose of this was to ensure that 

we have consistency across the school. I have provided  

 

 

 

 

a brief summary of the steps that we teach our students 

to undertake if they feel they are being bullied at any 

time, inside school or out. 

 

Step 1: Attempt to ignore the bully, if they do not 

get an immediate reaction they may go away or stop 

the behaviour. 

Step 2: Tell the bully to stop and leave you alone. 

Sometimes the behaviour is seen by the bully as fun or a 

game. If the victim tells the bully it is not in an assertive 

not aggressive way this clearly outlines that it is not. 

Different ages say this in different ways, our pre school 

students may say “Stop it, I don’t like it!”  

Step 3: Get Help. This is not dobbing. This is 

identifying that there is a problem and getting help to 

deal with it. In the playground it is the nearest teacher 

on duty. In the classroom it the teacher on the class. At 

home it can be Mum, Dad or another trusted adult. The 

adult may talk the student through the previous steps 

and provide some advice ensuring they follow up with 

the student or they may move in to address the 

problem directly.  

 

The aim within these strategies is to help build 

resilience within our students to enable them to 

address problems independently. There will be further 

work on this throughout the year, we will keep you 

updated. 

 

 

 

2012 Calendar Term 1 

Tuesday 7 February P&C Meeting 

Thursday 16 February Swimming Trials 

Friday 17 February Yr 6 Show Day 

Friday 16 March Yr 6 Expression 
of Interest Due 
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Hats 

In terms 1 and 4 it is school policy that students do not 

play in the playground unless they are wearing a hat.   If 

students do not have a hat, they will need to play under 

a shaded area.  Throughout 2012 we will be reviewing 

this policy with the key discussion points being 

extending the policy to full year implementation with 

students required to wear hats all year round and 

directing students to wear full brim hats. Please ensure 

that at this stage your child brings a hat to school that 

has their name clearly written inside the brim. It would 

even better if it was a full brim one! Full brim green 

school hats are available from the uniform shop. 

 

Emailed Newsletter 

Our newsletter is published on our school website each 

time it is published and this year we would also like to 

begin emailing it home to families who would like to 

receive it electronically. In the near future we will be 

sending out the annual blanket permission note for 

school photographs, internet agreements etc. We will 

add a section for parents and caregivers to enter their 

preferred email address. Our aim is to create email 

distribution lists for all classes so that all notes and class 

information can be emailed to parents to avoid the “I 

lost it at the bottom of my bag” syndrome that occurs 

regularly. 

 

Facebook 

I have put the school onto Facebook and use it to 

regularly announce things that are happening at the 

school. We have had a few friend requests from 

students that have been declined as it is not legal for 

students under the age of 13 to have a Facebook 

account. Please be very aware that posting negative or 

derogatory comments towards students, staff or the 

school is not appropriate and in circumstances where 

this occurs we appreciate that the owner of the post 

removes any comment as soon as possible. To date we 

have had no real issues that have not been able to be 

resolved very quickly and appreciate our community’s 

openness to communicating in this forum. Send us a 

friend request if you wish to receive regular updates! 

 

All the best for a great 2012 

Regards 

Tony Gadd - Principal 

 

P&C Annual General Meeting 
Tonight we will be holding our P&C Annual General 

Meeting at 7pm in the administration block. Please be 

aware that only members who were financial at the last 

meeting are able to vote during the AGM. 

 

Student Emergency Contact Form 

All students will receive later this week a Student 

Emergency Contact Form for parents to check that we 

have the correct contact information for your child.  

This information is very important in the event we have 

to contact you for an emergency or if your child is sick.   

 

Could parents please sign the form and return to the 

front office as soon as possible. 

 

Year 7 2013 Expression of Interest 

All students in Year 6 are required to complete an 

Expression of Interest form for High School for 2013.  

This form will indicate which school you would like 

your child to attend for High School next year.  All 

students in Year 6 received their Expression of Interest 

today.  All forms need to be returned to the office by 

Friday 16 March.  Please see your child’s class teacher if 

you have any questions.   

 

Swimming Trials 

On Thursday 16 February we will be holding our 

Swimming Trials at East Maitland Swimming Pool.  This 

is for students wanting to represent our school at Zone 

level.  If your child is interested in participating in the 

swimming trials, please see Mr Willcocks for a 

permission note. 

 

Judith Tilbrook 

Our tribute to Mrs Tilbrook has been completed.  We 

now have a mosaic on our library wall, which depicts 

lots of things Mrs Tilbrook loved and also the beautiful 

reading seat and garden which Mrs Tilbrook’s family 

helped to plant.  All parents are welcome to come and 

see these wonderful gifts.   

 

Many thanks to Karyn Kennedy, Trish and Madeleine 

Maher and Julie and Rob Greedy for all their time and 

hard work to create these memories. 
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